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Note: The following analysis and predictions are created with current information as of 20 December 2003. Events in the future will make some of these predictions not accurate. The analysis and predictions are created as broad as possible to prevent massive inaccuracies.

Main Issues in 2004

The main issues in the world’s political stage in the coming year will include the US war in Iraq, the Israeli- Palestinian violence, the US war on terrorism, the North Korean nuclear crisis, and the November US presidential election. The above events have the highest possibility to change the world or a region for better or for worse.

Region-By-Region Analysis- The Americas

The North American continent will be relatively stable, but lively in the coming year. With Paul Martin now the Prime Minister of Canada (Chrétien stepped down on 12 December), tensions between Canada and the United States over the war in Iraq will calm. Chrétien, a Prime Minister of Quebecois descent (French- speaking Quebec people), was against the war (in line with the French position), thus creating tensions with the US government. With Paul Martin now in power, his position might be more in line with the British (support the war), creating a stronger alliance.

The November presidential election in the US will be one of the most important events this year. The outcome will shape US foreign policies and the general global political climate over the next four years. As of now, the incumbent president, George W. Bush, stands a high chance at reelection. The capture of Saddam Hussein, along with the improved situation with Libya, will boost his approval ratings. However, if violence in Iraq does not ease, or even escalate, and if the US economy does not improve, Bush will possibly lose the presidency. After Saddam’s capture, all ten Democratic presidential hopefuls’ had to change the focus of their platform. These hopefuls will need to develop other platform issues, domestic or otherwise, if they are to have a serious chance at gaining the White House.

The Central and South American regions will be calmer this year. Venezuela will remain a trouble spot, as the Hugo Chavez regime is deeply unpopular with the people, and stands a possibility of a recall election. The Argentine government should be much more stable this year than it was one to two years ago. Without an economic disaster, the government should be able to govern more effectively. Peru’s government will be on shaky grounds, as the Alejando Toledo administration is faced with daily strikes. Toledo was forced to issue a state of emergency and suspend the constitution, more than once this year, and if the situation in Peru doesn’t improve, Toledo’s presidency might be in danger. Columbia will be the hotspot in this region, with its old civil war still being waged, and kidnappings and murders being committed by rebel groups.

Europe

Europe will be faced with two problems: the EU and the splits over the war in Iraq. The EU, after failed constitution talks earlier this month, was dealt a severe blow. It was ignored during the war in Iraq, and this has created an identity crisis. EU will need to better define its international role in the coming year, as 10 new nations are being admitted. Also, the current EU president, Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, had made several blunders in the past two years, and some European statesmen are already ostracizing him. This can mean a reduced atmosphere of cooperation, until Burlesconi’s term is up.

The war in Iraq will cause increased tensions, especially on the issue of contracts in Iraq. Since France and Germany did not participate in the war, they cannot bid for contracts. This has caused some furors in the region, with some nations crying foul. Russia will have some rough waters ahead, especially with the Chechen rebels and the fallout from the parliamentary election widely viewed as flawed. The Vatican might have to select a new pope this year, with John Paul II in frail health. Overall, Europe will be relatively stable, with no serious indication of government upheavals.

Africa, Middle East and Central Asia


Africa will be a global hotspot this year. The region will possibly have some coups this year, with various country’s administrations becoming very unpopular. The country of Cote d’Ivoire will remain a problem. This once stable and prosperous country was ravaged by rebel warfare. It remains to be seen if the president, Laurent Gbagbo, can handle the rebel problems effectively. Liberia will be another problem. The transitional government, led by Gyude Bryant, has yet proved to the world that it can handle its country’s problems. Rebel attacks still continue, and this can destabilize the country as well as the region.

Nigeria, who has just hosted the Commonwealth Heads of State Meeting (CHOGM), is determined to become a regional power. The nation, with its control of ECOWAS (a West African economic support group), is relatively stable, but ethnic tensions within have the potential of sparking instabilities. The traditional hotspots, the Congos in particular, should be calmer. Libya, with its decision to stop weapons of mass destruction production and research, has a great opportunity to repair relationships with the world at large.

In the southern African region, the situation will be stable, except in Zimbabwe, where the president, Robert Mugabe, is causing massive economic despair. If gone unchecked, the country can descend into violence. Zimbabwe will definitely be a hotspot in the coming year. Many Zimbabweans wants to see Mugabe retire, and it remains to be seen if the opposition, the Movement for Democratic Change, can do just that.

The Middle East will be a trouble spot, with Iraq and Israel on the top of the list. Israel, with its nuclear weapons, is naturally a regional superpower. The conflicts between Israelis and Palestinians will continue. The Roadmap to Peace will be strained in the coming year. Iraq will be the biggest problem of all, with internal violence not quelled and a still forming government. The US might suffer more military casualties in the country, and the current political situation will make it a continued hotbed for terrorism. Iran, with its fears that the US might invade the country, will continue to appease the US and reduce its anti-American rhetoric.

Central Asia will be mixed this year, with the nation of Afghanistan being the hotspot of the entire area. Afghanistan’s government, which is starting to come to shape, will be tested in every way possible, and its survival or collapse will determine the future of the country. The Central Asian nations will continue to grapple with its problems, such as economic and guerrilla warfare. The Georgian election will determine the direction of the country, in terms of democratic development, for years to come. Azerbaijan’s Aliyev family stands to lose some of its influence over the Azeri people, especially after the death of the family patriarch, Heydar Aliyev. Many think that his son, Ilham Aliyev, is not as strong as his father, and this can be dangerous. Turkmenistan will be a place of attention. The nation was chosen as the worst place to live in 2004 by The Economist.

Asia, Australia, and Oceania


China will certainly be the center of attention this year, with its successes in 2003. The nation, and its people, will continue to gloat at the successes, especially its accomplished mission of sending an astronaut (called Taikonauts) into space. The nation might take a harder stance against Taiwan, which it considers a renegade province. Taiwan will also be a place of attention this year, with its presidential election coming up. The result will determine if the status quo sentiments of pro-independence, will prevail for the next four years. If it does prevail, the nation’s relationship with China will worsen significantly, but war is unlikely, due to the positioning of a US carrier fleet in the Taiwan Strait.


Japan stands to lose some of its influence in the region, due to China’s increased presence in the global community. South Korea will be a little less stable this year, as the president, Roh Moo-Hyun, is faced with corruption charges. Also, if North Korea does not stop its nuclear program, the South will feel threatened, causing rising tensions at the boarder. North Korea is expected to play with brinkmanship again this year.


Philippines will be a place of concern in the South Asian region, with its government unable to quell the rebels in the south, and its inability to destroy the Abu Sayyaf terrorist groups. The new nation of Timor-Leste (East Timor) will be closely watched by governments in an effort to see if the government can sustain itself. Australia will have virtually no political problems this year, nor will the island nations of Oceania.

Conclusion


In conclusion, the world will be calmer this year, but the old problems from Iraq, North Korea, Iran, and Zimbabwe will continue to create new challenges. Another war waged by the US is unlikely, as 2004 is an election year for the US. 
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